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PREFACE.

There are not many prose works in Sanskrit
literature ; so much so that this paucity is generally
believed to be the cause of Sanskrit not being a
spoken language. Though this is not the place for an
examination of the correctnessof this theory, there is
no denying the fact that the number of prose works
in Sanskrit can be counted on one’s fingers. It is
also undisputed that of all the authors of extant
Sanskrit prose works, Bana is the most famous, and
sven among Bana’s works Kadambari is admittedly
by far the best in point of style, diction, majesty and
flow. Its plot is most skilfully woven, its style is
most elegant and musical. Its descriptions are
always realistic, and its characters are life-like anc
sonsistent to a very unusual degree. The feelings:
and emotions delineated in it are quite natural. Ir
short it is one of the ornaments of Indian classica
literature; its study invigorates its readers an
refreshes the depressed. On his representation o
Kadambari in particular, Bana has spent all hi
wealth of observation, fulness of imagery and keen
ness of sympathy. His flight of imagination is sucl
that even after the most exhaustive description h
feels that it is not enough and so adds the word
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Even such a masterpiece is, I am _afraid, n
widely read and appreciated. . In the midst of !
multifarious subjects to which he has to direct
attention, the student has not the time enough i
a patient study of the whole work. In some cas
it may be the inability to comprehend the force o
work which has always attracted several of t
best intellects of the Kast. Even some Pand
allege that since Kadambari does not treat of a:
of the acknowledged sacred personages with 1t
Puranas as its background, it is not worth th
while to waste their precious time and energy o1
study of this book. True it is, it would have be
far better if Bana had taken his theme from any
the several Puranas which form the fountain
almost all the classical Sanskrit works. But t
story, taken as it is with slight modifications
names from the Brihatkatha, was evidently chos
since it tallied with the author’'s own life-story
the guise of that of the parrot Vaisampayana. T
fact will be clear from a perusal of both Kadamb
and Harshacharita.

Though the Uttarabhaga or the second p:
which is a continuation of the story by the auth«
son, is not as great a masterpiece as the Parvab!
ga, still it may safely be said that only the son
Bana could have completed the story as he has do
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For the pastten years I have been a close
1dent of Kadambari, and every time I read it, I
und new and hidden meanings of several passages-
hich did not strike me before. So much was I
ruck with this richness of meaning and wealth of
1agination that I was constantly trying to find out
me method whereby I could present it to the
iblic in such a manner that the readers might
)preciate its real worth without getting tired of
ie long and verbose descriptions contained in it.
1 one of my several interviews with Rao Bahadur
(. Rangachariar Avl,, Professor of Sanskrit and
omparative Philology, Presidency College, Madras,
e suggested to me the idea of condensing the
ncient Sanskrit Prose works, especially Kadambari
nd Harshacharita, in such a way as to suit modern
astes, preserving at the same time as much as
ossible the very words of the original. According-
7y I most eagerly worked out the idea, since it
olved the problem I was brooding upon for a long
ime, with the result that I am now able to present
his, the first of Gadya Sangraha series to the
mablic.

In this Kadambari Sangraha I have eliminated
111 such descriptive portions as are unnecessarily
ong, all pun upon words which are rather uninte-
-esting and also all repetitions which do not exem-
slify the author’s thorough mastery of Sanskrit
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aguage and his skill in using felicitous expressions
opportunity affords. But I have used throughout,
s very words of Bana (just altering the forms of
rbs wherever the work of compilation necessi-
sed it) retaining all such descriptive passages,
d elegant similes and metaphors as will interest
ydern readers. As far as possible I have retained
passages, conversational as well as delineatory of
slings and emotions. I regret much that pressure
space compelled me to strike out some portions of
at fine piece of successful realism viz,, Sukanasa’s
vice to Chandrapida, (which by the way,isa
isterly review of the dangers to which men in
alted positions are of necessity exposed) as also of
e excellent description of the old Dravida
1armika. I have tried mv best to keep up in this
mpilation, the elegance and the charm of the
iginal ; how far I have succeeded in my earnest
deavours, I leave my readers to judge. In this
nnection T may be permitted to print here the
tter of Rao Bahadur M. Rangachariar Avl,,
ritten after a perusal of this work.

Triplicane,

y Dear Pandit, 15-3-06
I am so glad that you have bheen able tc
rry out my suggestion regarding the Kadambari
mgraha so well. From what I have known of
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your work, I believe it will prove of great use in-
the hands of Sanskrit students and make it easy
for them to appreciate the story as well as the
style of Kadambari.
Yours with sincere regards,.
M. Rangachar,

If my humble work achieves the above purpose,
if it finds a place in the hands of every Sanskrit
_student and creates in him a taste for the style

of Kadambari, I would consider myself amply
rewarded for my labours,

I have generally followed the readings adopted:
by Dr. Peterson in his edition of Xadambari,.
which, I may say, is very carefully edited.

Trichinopoly
21—3—1906. R. V. KRISHNAMACHARIAR,
™
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W,



PREFACE TO THE FIFTH EDITION.

In this edition of the work, I have carried ot
several improvements in punctuation, particularl
the quotation marks, which will greatly facilitat
an easy understanding of the text. I have gre:
pleasure in expressing my gratitude to the Prc
prietor, Sri Balamanorama Press, Mylapore, Madr:
for the neat execution of this edition of the boo
and the expeditious printing at short notice.

24-7-1939. R. V. KRISHNAMACHARIATF
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